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Wes Whiteside—Species Information Sheet 
I. Nomenclature 
 
Family: Magnoliaceae 
 
Genus Species(Authority): Magnolia tripetala L. 
 
Subspecies/Variety(Authority): 
 
Cultivar: 
 
Common Name: Umbrella Magnolia 
 
II. Origin (country and/or habitat) 
 
Native/Rare     Native/Uncommon     Old World/Rare      Old 
World/Uncommon 
 
In the wild, the umbrella magnolia is found in forests from Pennsylvania south 
to Georgia and west to Arkansas and Mississippi. It prefers moist soil along 
mountain streams and edges of swamps (Callaway 1994). As broad as its 
range, it is never common. 
 
III. Habit 
 
Tree   Shrub    Vine   
 
Herbaceous Annual Herbaceous Biennial  Herbaceous 
Perennial 
 
Flowering Season: Late April-May   
 
Flower Color: White 
 
Fruit Type: Follicetum 
 
 
 
 
IV. Source of Plant Material 
 From where or whom obtained and when: 
In the late 1960’s, seed was obtained from Joe McDaniel of a selected form of 
umbrella magnolia obtained from a Detroit, Michigan grower who had 
purchased the mother plant from a Pennsylvanian nursery to be used as an 
under stock. This tree proved to have larger and thicker leaves and larger 
flowers than normal, and the cultivar name ‘Bloomfield’ was given to it. In 
addition, seedlings were obtained from wild plant collectors in the mountains 
of the southeastern United States.  
 
Propagule Material: 
 
Seed   Vegetative  Whole Plant 
Details: 
 
Availability: Almost always available from Woodlanders Nursery and 
frequently from other nurseries that specialize in magnolias 
 
V. Cultural 
 
Special Soil Type:   Acid soil 
 
Soil Moisture: Wet  Mesic  Dry  Other  
 
  
VI. Additional Comments 
Umbrella magnolia has proven easy and fast growing at the Whiteside Garden. 
While the flowers are not as large and well formed as big leaf magnolia, the showy 
fruits ranging from a pinkish rose to red, depending on the tree, prove to be a 
valuable ornamental asset.  
 
 
VII. Literature Cited 
Callaway, D. J., 1994. The World of Magnolias. Oregon. Timber Press Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
